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Objections to the specifications 

Acronyms should be spelled out at their first occurrence. 
Please amend the Specification to spell out acronyms. 
Paragraphs were not complete in replacement paragraph format 

[0035] The project management component, workflow components, and e-mail 
systems are programs that execute in computers. Project management system 
programs are provided by Microsoft and other software vendors such as Micro 
Planning X-PERT. Microsoft Project will be used to Illustrate a project 
management component in a preferred embodiment. Workflow system programs 
are provided by BEA Systems, Extricity, and other companies. The BEA Web 
Logic Process Integration, WLPl, system will be used to illustrate a workflow 
component in a preferred embodiment. The adaptations of the project 
management and v/orkflow programs are implemented as software programs 
written in Java, C++. Microsoft Visual Basic, or a number of programming 
languages. Microsoft, IBM, and many others provide e-mail system programs. 
Extricity, Netfish, Tibco. and others provide Business-to-business server 
programs. Microsoft, Netscape, Apache and others provide Web server 
programs. Oracle. Microsoft, IBM and other companies provide database system 
programs. These programs execute in computers manufactured by. for example, 
IBM, Sun, Dell, and Compaq. The computers may be, for example, PC's 
(Personal Computers) , workstations, mainframes, and hand-held computers. The 
computers may have an operating system such as UNIX, LINUX, Microsoft 
Windows 2000, and IBM OS/9000. The computer is connected to a network that 
may be. for example, a LAN, (Local Area Network) WAN, (Wide Area Network) 
Internet, Intranet, wireless LAN, or wireless Internet 
[0036] In Figure 8, the route steps are executed by people at computers, 
workstations, hand held computers, personal digital assistants, wireless devices 
such as PC's, phones, PDA's (Personal Digital Assistants) , pagers, etc. that are 
connected to the Internet 125 or other network The Web browser 127 and the e- 
mail client 128 represent these users. Some steps are executed by other 
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systems or programs and are represented by the Business-to-business 
integration server 122. The workflow component 121 is the interface to the 
users and programs that execute the route steps and is connected to Web server 
120, to Business-to-business server 122, and to an e-mail server 124 as a MAPI, 
Mail Application Program Interface, client. The workflow component 121 is 
connected to a Database server 129 where the task identification to route 
segment identification relationship is maintained. The project management 
component 123 is connected to the e-mail server 124 as a MAPI client and to the 
Database server 129 where the task and route identification relationship is 
maintained. 

Objection to the Abstract 

The amendment was not in replacement paragraph format. 

Delete the Prior Abstract and replace with the Amended Abstract 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Th is inv e ntion io r e lat e d to project p l anning and mana gement-systems and in 
p a FtiG briaF4Q4t=te contro l and tr a ck i ng of th e e x e cution of th e proc es s s t e ps that 
comprise a- pfojectr 

Jn-the present invention, a project is divjded-in to tasks for which th e tim e and 
resources are estimated,- the-comecti ons among th e tasks e stab l ished, - and - fpom 



iG a GoquonGG - Gf - p p o sQS5^ t Q ps to i mp le m e nt a t as k. A rout e se gm e nt is 
devel op e d for e ach task and th e route sogmonts aro conn e ct e d ba s ed on th e 
task to task connect i ons to form - a ' pFojcct routo. Th e e x e cution of the proj e ct is 
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A project management workflow system provides the capabilities of a project 
management system for computing the estimated end date for a time sequence 
of tasks to complete a project and the capabilities of a workflow system for 
processing routes that implement the tasks and real time feedback on the 
execution of the tasks. Each task has an associated route defined to implement 
the task so as the sequence of tasks is changed or tasks are changed, the 
sequence of execution of the routes correspondingly changes. When a task 
starts in the project management system, then the corresponding route is started 
in the workflow system. When the route completes in the workflow system, then 
the corresponding task is completed in the project management system. 
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